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AP Newsfeatures 


The great variety of canned foods 
available to the consuming public was 
stressed in a special article by Jane 
Eads under her regular column head- 
ing “Washington Letter,” released 
June 23 to about 250 newspaper sub- 
scribers to AP Newsfeatures. 


Using material supplied by the 
N. C. A. Information Division, Miss 
Eads cited the more than 500 canned 
foods and combination items listed in 
the 1953 Canners Directory, as con- 
trasted to the original list of 16 prod- 
ucts that appeared in the first N. C. A. 
Canners Directory issued in 1909. 


The author pointed up the growth 
and expansion of the industry not 
only in the field of an expanded com- 
modity list, but in many other facets 
of the public service values of the 
industry and its products. 

Drawing from data carried in The 
Canning Industry, issued last year by 
the Division, Miss Eads’ article pre- 
sented history of industry growth in 
America; mentioned the vast supply 
of canned foods to armed forces in 
World War II; the progressive intro- 
duction of new items such as juices, 
baby foods, dietary products; the sci- 
entific basis of canning; and the great 
opportunities offered to housewives in 
terms of convenience, variety, and 
economy. 

“Canning has made possible,” Miss 
Eads writes, “the wonders of scien- 
tile explorations and of colonization, 
has proved a priceless boon to the 
housewife and furnished profitable 
outlets to growers and producers.” 


information Letter Schedule 


Because of the July 4 holiday, 
it was necessary to close the 
deadline on this issue of the IN- 
FORMATION LETTER earlier than 
usual, Every effort has been 
made to report all of the week’s 
developments as of press-time. 


Canned Beef for USDA 


The U. S. Department of Agricul- 
ture this week announced purchase 
of 2,700,000 pounds of canned beef 
and gravy with Section 32 funds. 


The initial purchase under the new 
program was made at 34.23 cents per 
pound f.o.b. plant. Including a pur- 
chase of 800,000 pounds of canned 
beef and gravy for export to Greece 
in April, purchases of canned beef 
and gravy amount to 3,500,000 pounds. 

USDA will continue to receive offers 
each Monday for acceptance not later 
than Friday until the program is com- 
pleted (see INFORMATION LETTER of 
June 20, page 217). 

USDA announced on June 30 that 
the beef purchase program will be 
stepped up to “help the price situation 
for producers in the Southwest by 
providing an outlet for many cattle 
now being sold in the area.” 

USDA said that total purchases of 
canned beef and gravy will amount 
to 120 million pounds and that pur- 
chases may be continued for the next 
20 weeks. 


Production of deciduous fruits and 
prices to growers in 1953 are expected 
to continue near 1952 levels, according 
to a report on The Fruit Situation by 
the Bureau of Agricultural Eco- 
homies, 

MAE forecasts larger crops of 
peaches, late pears, apricots, plums, 
and sour cherries, but smaller crops of 
early Bartlett pears in California, 
grapes and strawberries. Total sup- 
plies of fresh and processed fruits are 
expected to continue adequate for 
usual needs. 


Packs of Fruits and Juices Expected at Near 1952 Levels 


Mainly because of increased pro- 
duction of Valencia oranges in Cali- 
fornia, 11 percent larger than the 
1951-52 crop, supplies of fresh oranges 
are expected to be considerably larger 
this summer than last. Supplies of 
grapefruit are expected to be some- 
what smaller than in 1952. 

BAE said that some increase in the 
pack of canned fruits in 1953-54 seems 
likely in view of the reduced season- 
end holdings of packers, larger crops 
of some deciduous fruits, and continu- 

(Please turn to page 230) 


Defense Production Act 


The Senate and House on June 30 
adopted and sent to the President a 
new conference report on S. 1081, ex- 
tending authority for certain controls 
under the Defense Production Act for 
two years (see INFORMATION LETTER 
of June 20, page 215). 

The Senate had rejected an earlier 
compromise which had also proposed 
to create a Small Business Adminis- 
tration. 

The President approved the bill as 
P. L. 95. 

P. L. 95 is the statutory authoriza- 
tion for the current set-aside program. 

With the expiration of last year’s 
amendments to the Defense Production 
Act, OPS went out of existence at mid- 
night June 30. 


Trip-leasing of Trucks 


The House on June 24 passed and 
sent to the Senate H. R. 3203, pro- 
hibiting the Interstate Commerce 
Commission from limiting the dura- 
tion of leases on trucks and the 
amount of compensation to be paid. 

Unless the ban is enacted, the ICC 
will put into effect its proposal to 
require minimum 30-day leases, be- 
ginning six months after September 
1. The ICC rules would waive the 
30-day minimum for producer-ship- 
pers of unprocessed agricultural com- 
modities, but would require that un- 
der that exemption the trucker may 
accept a trip-lease load only back to a 
point within the state where the move- 
ment of the farm goods began. 


Acreage of Peas for Canning 


The planted acreage of green peas 
sown for canning in 1953 totaled 
328,265 acres, 1 percent more than 
the 1952 plantings of 325,714 acres, 
according to a report by the N. C. A. 
Division of Statistics. 

The Bureau of Agricultural Eco- 
nomics has estimated planted acreage 
of peas for processing, including can- 
ning, freezing, brining and other pur- 
poses, at 487,850 acres as of June 15. 

The planted acreage figures re- 
ported by the Statistics Division cover 
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Information Letter 


only peas planted for canning and do 
not include acreage for other forms of 
processing. However, in harvesting, 


some acreage may be diverted into 
ne any of processing other than can- 
ning. 


1953 Pea Acreage, by States, with Comparisons 


1953 1952 Percent 

State Alaskas Sweets Total Total change 
from 
(acres) (acres) (acres) (acres) 1952 

825 825 1,250 — 34 
461 10,915 11,376 12,212 —7 
˙ ˙—Üʃer̃̃̃ 3.173 3,773 6,046 7,040 —1 
Delaware and New Jersey................ 980, 160 1,140 950 +20 
3,775 6,041 10,716 10,105 +5 
1,422 520 1,042 2,473 —21 

1,052 2 —24 

6,409 23 047 20,516 28.373 +4 

610 2,906 3,516 3,501 —2 

42.381 89,003 132,374 132.464 
14,005 27.881 41,886 40,321 +4 


3,761 10.723 14,484 16,754 


0 83.841 244,424 328. 265 325,714 +1 


Packs of Fruits and Juices 
(Concluded from page 229) 


ing strong demand for canned fruits. 
Small to moderate increases seem 
probable for most items. 


Apricots—Some increase in the 

ack seems likely. However, demand 
— processing may not be as strong 
as a year ago and, with the larger 
crop, grower prices for the 1953 ton- 
nage probably will average under the 
1952 figure of $113 per ton. 

Peaches—Larger packs of canned 
peaches, fruit cocktail, salad, and 
mixed fruits are in prospect for 1953- 
54. With the — — crops and earlier 
movement of southern peaches, grower 
prices probably will average some- 
what lower in July and early August 
than in this period last year. Later 
in the summer, prices may not aver- 
age greatly different from correspond- 
ing prices in 1952. 

Pears—About as many pears will 
be canned in 1953 as in 1952. With 
the smaller crop of Bartlett pears, 
prices received by growers this sum- 
mer are expected to average some- 
what above the relatively low prices 
of August, 1952. 

RSP Cherries—A considerable in- 
crease in pack of both canned an 
frozen sour cherries is expected. 

Sweet Cherries—The 1953 pack of 
sweet cherries may not be great! 
different from the 1952 pack. Wit 
heavy shipments from the larger Ore- 
gon and Washington crops in July, 
auction prices for sweet cherries may 
drop below 1952 levels. 

Orangea—With production of Flor- 
ida oranges down, utilization for both 
fresh use and processing has been 
smaller this season than in 1951-52. 
Utilization of oranges for canned juice 
and sections, especially orange juice, 
has been somewhat smaller, and out- 
put of canned orange juice has been 


about 9 percent smaller than last 
season, 

Grapefruit—Fresh market ship- 
ments of grapefruit were down about 
8 percent from 1951-52, but utiliza- 
tion for processing was 1. percent. 


As a result, output of both canned 
grapefruit juice and frozen concen- 
trated grapefruit juice are consider- 
ably larger than a year ago. 

Frozen Fruits and Juices—The 
1953 commercial pack of frozen fruits 
and fruit juices is expected to be 


slightly larger than the record 1952 


output of a little more than 1 billion 

unds. But the probable increase 
n ny of frozen citrus juices in 
1952-53 may be nearly offset by re- 
duced output of canned citrus juices. 
Of total production of citrus juices 
in 1951-52, single-strength basis, 
frozen juice comprised about 57 per- 
cent and canned juice about 43 per- 
cent. 


RESEARCH 


Dorrance Building Dedicated 


The John Thompson Dorrance 
Building to house the departments of 
biology and food technology at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
was dedicated June 25 at exercises at- 
tended by many scientists, technolo- 
gists, and friends of the Institute. 


Named in honor of the late Dr. 
Dorrance, for many years head of the 
Campbell Soup Company, the building 
was largely made possible by funds 
provided by that company, and the 
formal presentation was made by 
Oliver G. Willits, vice chairman of 
the board of Campbell Soup Co. 


The new building has eight floors 
and a basement and contains approxi- 
mately 108,000 square feet of gross 
floor area. It houses laboratories, 
classrooms, offices, a greenhouse, an 
aquarium and other special areas for 
food engineering, pilot plant activities, 
and mechanical services. 

Acceptance on behalf of the Insti- 
tute was made by Dr. James R. Kil- 
lian, Jr., president of M.I.T., Dr. 
Francis 0. Schmitt, head of the de- 
partment of biology, and Dr. Bernard 
E. Proctor, head of the department of 
food technology. The dedication cere- 
monies were followed by a luncheon 
and inspection of the building, and 
afterward by two symposia of ad- 
dresses on trends and developments 
in biology and food technology. 


Laboratory Issues Report 
on Gamma Sterilization 


Progress in the N.C.A. Laboratories’ 
investigation of gamma ray steriliza- 
tion is recorded in Research Report 
No. 5-53, “Investigation of Gamma 
Sterilization,” recently completed for 
distribution. The substance of this 
investigation and its results were 
given in a paper presented at the 
Annual Convention in February and 
reproduced in the Convention Issue of 
the INFORMATION LETTER. The present 
report describes the experimental 
methods and results in more detail. 
Copies may be obtained on request 
from the Association’s Washington Re- 
search Laboratory. 


Invitations for Bids 


0 QM Market Center System, 1819 West 
Pershing Road, Chicago 9, III. 
Veterans Administration—Procurement Divi- 

sion, Veterans Administration, Wash, 25, D. C. 
The Walsh-Healey Public Contracts Act may 

apply to all operations performed after the 

date of notice of award if the total value of 

a contract is $10,000 or over. 

The Veterans Administration has invited 
sealed bids to furnish the following: 

Cueanins—8,750 dozen No. 10 cans of light 
sweet cherries in heavy syrup, Grade B; 5,250 
dozen No, 2 cans of light sweet cherries, water 
pack, Grade B; and 5,000 dozen No, 10 cans 
of RSP cherries, water pack, Grade C; or 
equivalent in other size cans. Bids due under 
8-11 by July 138. 

Beers—11,750 dozen No. 10 cans of sliced 
beets, Grade A, or equivalent in No. 2½ or 
No, 2 cans. Bids due under 8-17 by July 15. 

dozen No. 10 cans, 
water or pie grade, or equivalent in No. 2 
or No, 2 cans, or same requirements in logen- 
berries or youngberries. Bids due under 8-2 
by July 21. 

PRacies—10,250 dozen No. 10 cans of clings, 
halved, in heavy syrup, Grade B; 9,000 dozen 
No, 10 cans of clings, halved, in water, Grade 
n; and 750 dozen No, 10 cans of clings, halved, 
without syrup or water; or equivalent in No. 
2% of No. 2 cans. Bids due under 8-13 by 
July 21, 
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FOREIGN TRADE 


Investment in Venezuela 


A handbook to help American busi- 
nessmen survey investment oppor- 
tunities in Venezuela has been issued 
by the U. S. Department of Commerce. 

Entitled Investment in Venezuela, 
the study surveys both external and 
internal influence bearing an specific 
investment opportunities and supplies 
general background information on 
the country, its government, and vari- 
ous segments of the economy. 

The 158-page book may be obtained 
for $1 from the Government Printing 
Office or from Commerce Department 
field offices. 


PUBLICITY 


American Home Magazine 


In the food section of the June 
American Home magazine appears the 
article “Take a Can of Corned Beef.” 
Corned beef is featured in nine reci- 
pes for main dishes, salads, and sand- 
wiches. A page of color photographs 
shows six of the dishes attractively 
arranged for serving. 

Along with corned beef, other 
canned foods used in the recipes are 
peas, corn, pimientos, vegetable juice, 
chili sauce, lima beans, cream of 
mushroom soup, and asparagus. 


PERSONNEL 


N.C.A. Home Economists 


The national pre-convention confer- 
ence of Home Economists in Business 
and the annual convention of the 
American Home Economics Associa- 
tion held in Kansas City, June 20-27, 
were attended by Moselle Holberg and 
Katherine R. Smith of the N.C.A. 
Home Economics Division. 

Miss Holberg, chairman of mem- 
bership for the District of Columbia 
Home Economists in Business, at- 
tended the national meeting on mem- 
bership policy and credentials. 

lies Smith served on the national 
advisory committee, and as a dele- 
en e representing the District of Co- 
lumbia group at the conference of 
Home Economists in Business. She 
alo served on the committee on com- 
mittees and on the council for the 
American Home Economics Associa- 


tion, 


The meetings are attended by state 
and city supervisors of home economics; 
home economics teachers in colleges, 
universities, high, junior high and ele- 
mentary schools; home demonstration 
agents and extension leaders. Editors 
of women’s pages of newspapers and 
magazines, and radio and television 
women attended as well as 4-H Girls 
Clubs and other home economics stu- 
dent leaders. A total of approxi- 
mately 3,400 attended the convention. 


Howard T. Cumming Honored 


Howard T. Cumming, Past Presi- 
dent of the National Canners Asso- 
ciation, was honored in a special fea- 
ture on the editorial page of the 
Rochester Times-Union, Saturday, 
June 27. 


Each Saturday this newspaper sa- 
lutes a man or a woman who has con- 
tributed in an outstanding way to 
community progress in Rochester. 
The feature entitled, “The Times- 
Union Salutes,” includes a large draw- 
ing of the subject and an editorial 
tribute to his accomplishments along 
with biographical details of his career. 
Mr. Cumming is eulogized for leader- 
ship in a new $170,000 project—the 
Monroe County Farm and Home Cen- 
ter, which will combine services and 
activities of the Farm and Home Bu- 
reau and the 4-H Club. 

Mr. Cumming also is cited for his 
important contributions to Scout work 
in the community and for his leader- 
ship in activities of the community 
theater and the University Club. 


The feature also pays tribute to Mr. 
Cumming’s national and state canning 
leadership as Past President of N.C.A. 
and of the Association of New York 
State Canners. 


SUPPLIES 


Shipments of Metal Cans 


Shipments of metal cans for fruits, 
vegetables, juices, and fish and sea 
food during the first four months of 
1953 have exceeded the volume shipped 
during the same period of 1952, ac- 
cording to a report by the Bureau of 
the Census, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce. 


Jan. through April 
1952 1953 
(in short tons of steel) 
Fruit and vegetable (including 


Shipments of Glass Containers 


Shipments of glass containers for 
food during the first four months of 
1953 have exceeded the volume shipped 
during the same period of 1952, ac- 
cording to a report by the Bureau of 
the Census, U. 8. Department of 
Commerce. 

Jan, through April 
1952 1953 


(quantities expressed 

in gross) 
Wide-mouth food (includ- 
ing fruit jars and jelly 
8,838,727 0,747,553 
3,647,912 3,951,536 
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